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No separate dharma can possibly be
perceived without a subjective act of
“perception” taking place. Now the
Abhidharma teaches that the specific
function of perception consists in ‘taking
up’ an object, ‘noting and recognizing’ it
‘seizing upon’ it. Similarly, in our own
language, ‘perception’ comes from per—

CAP, and capio means ‘to take hold of,
seize, grasp . But to seize on anything, either
a dharma or a no—dharma, automatically
involves an act of preference, bound up
with self—interest, self—assertion, and self—
agarandizement, and therefore, unbecoming
to the selfless. (Conze, The Diamond Sutra,
p. 34)
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